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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11 -26 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The drawings filed on 3/07/2005 are now acceptable by the examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

2. With respect to the Logan reference, applicant's arguments filed 03/07/05 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

The applicant argue that Logan fails to teach the multiplexer is coupled to the decoder (8) 
of Logan in pages 9, 10, and 1 1 of the remarks. The examiner respectfully disagrees. Logan 
teaches that the multiplexer (in fig. 1 the switching node (3)) is coupled to the decoder 
(decompressor (8) in fig. 1) indirectly using the memory system (5) of Logan. 

3. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., a signal from 
the encoder is able to be communicate directly to the decoder without prior recording (page 1 1 
lines 3-5 in the remark) ) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. The applicant failed to claim the signal from the encoder is coupled directly to the 
decoder. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Therefore rejection of claims 1 1-23, 25, and 26 under 102 (b) in view of Logan is 
maintained. 
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4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21 and 24 under Ochi have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Rigatti (US Pat. No. 
6,614,984). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1 1-23, 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Logan (US 5,371,551). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 17, Logan discloses a digital video system using concurrent 
recording and playback, comprising: 

an encoder of a first analog signal into a first digital stream (see Fig.l, 4B and 4C; col. 3 lines 8- 
ll;coL41ine 14-25); 

a decoder of a second digital stream into a second analog signal (see Fig.l, Decompressor 8; col. 
3 line 20-27); 

a medium interface for reading and recording on a medium (see Fig.l memory system 5; col.3 
line 16-20); 

at least one digital source outputting a third digital stream (see Fig.l RF tuner 4A see col.3 line 
60-63); 
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a multiplexer coupled to the encoder and to the decoder and to the digital source and to the 
medium interface (see Fig.l a switching node 3 col. 3 line 8-1 1). It is inherent that the 
multiplexer must comprise a first switch, which selectively couples the decoder to the encoder or 
to the digital source. 

Regarding claims 12 and 18, Logan shows in figure 1 the multiplexer (the switching node 
3), which selectively couples the medium interface (memory system 5) to the encoder (input 
signal processing unit 12). It is inherent that the switching node (3) comprises a second switch 
which selectively couples the memory system (5) to the input signal processing unit (12). 

Regarding claims 13, 16, and 19, Logan shows that the sv^tching node(3) selectively 
couples the decoder (see Fig,l, Decompressor 8 col. 3 line 20-27) to the encoder(see Fig.l, 4B 
and 4C col. 3 lines 8-11; col. 4 line 14-25), 
to the digital source, (see fig.l RF tuner 4A and col.3 line 60-63), 
to the transcoder(see fig.l compressor, 4D and col. 3 line 68-70) or to the medium 
interface(memory system 8; see col.3 line 25-28). 

Regarding claim 14, Logan teaches a transcoder receiving a fourth digital stream is 
coupled to the multiplexer (see fig.l compressor 4D, and col. 3 line 69). 

Regarding claim 15, Logan shows in Fig.l that the second switch (the switching node 3) 
connects the medium interface (see fig.l, memory system 5) to the encoder (see fig. 1 the 
compressed RF tuner 4B and 4C), to the digital source (see fig.l 4A) or to the transcoder (see 
figl. compressor 4D). 

Regarding claims 20 and 22, Logan teaches that the digital encoder coupled to a tuner for 
receiving analog signals (see col. 3 line 60-63). 
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Regarding claim 21, Logan teaches a digital video recorder comprising an encoder of a 
first analog signal into a first digital stream (see fig. 1, compressor 4B and 4C and col.3 line 63- 
67); 

a medium interface (see fig. 1 memory system (5)) for reading a second digital stream (see fig. 5 
memory (1) and a connection to second format controller (4) and to the switch (14)) on a 
medium (see col. 3 line 65-col. 4 line 20); 

a decoder (see fig.l, decompressor 8 and col.3 line 20) means for allowing the decoder to decode 
the first digital stream or the second digital stream into a second analog stream (see col. 3 line 
11-24). 

Regarding claim 23, Logan teaches that the second analog signal is sent to a display (see 
col. 3 line 20 and fig. 1 where it shows output from (8) to (10)). 

Regarding claim 25, Logan teaches means for allowing the first digital stream (see fig. 1. 
RF tuner 4 A in box 12, input signal processing xmit) to be recorded on the medium by the 
medium interface (fig.l, memory 5 see col.3 line 24-27). 

Regarding claim 26, Logan teaches in figure 1 a second switch (switching node 3) has an 
input cormected to the encoder (signal processing unit 12) and an output connected to the ' 
medium interface (memory system 5). 

7. Claims 11,17, 21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by 
Rigatti (US Pat. No. 6, 614,984). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Rigatti discloses a digital video recorder comprising an encoder of a 
first analog signal into a first digital stream (see fig.5, A/D (5) and col. 3 lines 49-51); 
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a decoder of a second digital stream into a second analog signal (see fig. 5 analog output (8) and 
input/ output port (12) and coL 4 lines 3-12); 

a medium interface for reading and recording on a medium (see fig. 5 memory (1) and col. 3 
lines 38-47); 

at least one digital source outputting a third digital stream (see col. 3 lines 47-49 and fig. 5 digital 
input (15)); and 

a multiplexer coupled to the encoder and to the decoder and to the digital source and to the 
medium interface (see fig. 5 switch (14), is coupled to the A/D (5), Input/output port (12), D/A 
(18), memory (1), and col. 3 lines 48-64 and col. 4 lines 3-12), 

the multiplexer comprises a first switch, which selectively couples the decoder to the encoder or 
to the digital source ( see col. 3 line 65-col. 4 line 20). 

Regarding claim 17, Rigatti discloses a digital video recorder comprising a digital 
encoder (see col. 3 lines 49-51 and fig. 5 A/D (5)); 

a digital decoder (see col. 4 lines 3-12 and see fig. 5 analog output (18) and input/ output 
port (12)); 

a medium interface for reading and recording on a medium (see fig. 5 memory (1) and 
col. 3 lines 38-47); 

a multiplexer (switch 14 in fig. 5) coupled to the encoder and to the decoder and to the 
digital source and to the medium interface (see fig. 5 switch (14), is coupled to the A/D (5), 
Input/output port (12), D/A (18), memory (1), and col. 3 lines 48-64 and col. 4 lines 3-12), the 
multiplexer having a first switch which couples the digital decoder with the digital encoder (see 
col. 3 line 65-col. 4 line 20). 
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Regarding claim 21, Rigatti discloses a digital video recorder comprising an encoder of a 
first analog signal into a first digital stream (see fig.5, A/D (5) and col. 3 lines 49-51); 

a medium interface for reading a second digital stream on a medium (see fig. 5 memory 
(1) and a connection to second format controller (4) and to the switch (14), and see col. 3 line 65- 
col. 4 line 20); 

a decoder (see col. 4 lines 3-12 and see fig. 5 analog output (18) and input/ output port 

(12)); 

a means for allowing the decoder to decode the first digital stream or the second digital 
stream into a second analog stream (see fig. 5 digital input (15), input/output port (12), D/A 
analog output (18) and col. 3 lines 41-49 and col. 4 lines 3-12). 

Regarding claim 24, Rigatti discloses a first switch (see output from A/D (5) and input to 
switch (14) in fig. 5) has a first input connected to the encoder (see col. 3 lines 49-54), a second 
input connected to the medium interface (see input from second format controller (4) in fig. 5 
and col. 4 lines 13-20) and an output connected to the decoder (see analog output (18), D/A (6), 
or input/output port (12) in fig. 5 and col. 4 lines 6-12). 

Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Roth et al (US PAT. NO. 5,581,529) discloses a recording unit for recording 
either an analog, digital or optical input comprises a switching unit which selectively record one 
of the three signals. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHIBRU, HELEN whose telephone number is 571 272 7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's primary, 
Ngoc Yen Vu can be reached on 571 272 7320. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Helen Shibru 
August 22, 2005 
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